I KNEW A GUY…
*spoken word piece/Arts Heroes video introduction by Jennifer Tehani Sarreal

I knew a guy who told me “Hey,
How do you artists make a difference anyway?
The kids in Darfur need peace today,
People are trafficked and need to find a better way.
Tehani, it’s nice, you do a little dance,
But I don’t see how your ideals get a chance.

“I see Fascism, corruption, community’s destruction,
Cries for Hope! Peace! Solidarity deceased!  
Discrimination, hate crimes along color lines…
Values counterfeit – we all are so blind!
The media, the schools, the government, the politics:
All of them are scheming to indoctrinate our students!

“Tehani, I see you want a better world, believe me,
But you’re wasting time with art and rhyme don’t think you can deceive me
Completely
We need a change. We need a shift…of consciousness
Our collective souls have gone adrift!
Get off the art and in reality.
Baby, it’s time to the see the real world like me”.

Now…

I thought about what he had said
And let it get into my head
That music does not get mouths fed
And words are only simply read.
But instead…
Of let the negative suppress me,
I worked to make it harder for the critics to be against me.

Where do they think this inspiration will start?
How many revolutions have begun with art?

KPFK’s got MLK.
Activists are loud today!
Lives off the streets and in the seats of programs
Art has shown new ways!
A thousand pamphlets being dropped 
By art students in coffee shops,
Activists and those onstage
Who want us all to “Be the change”…
As only inner beauty can sustain
The outer beauty in our world.
When you and me…
Sing, laugh, sweat together
We create community.

The most powerful medium 
For building bridges and momentum,
To educate, communicate, cooperate,
Art’s shown them
That it captures and expresses
Our attention to compassion
To see the world’s change, peace and love in real action.

My students think I’m crazy
Raving, ranting calling hearsay…
Saying “You speak like it’s ubiquitous.
We know of art, but please show us!
Where’s this ideology 
Outside of lectures and TV?
Philosophy, philanthropy 
Of art in our communities?
It’s just a dream until we see
How art transforms us visibly.
It’s a nice idea in theory, ok,
But these artists…
Where the hell are they?”

And I say,
“Watch this”.  



